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Succession of Political Crises in Pakistan Reflect Deep Divisions 



By THEODORE SHABAD 

Pakistan, a Moslem country 
carved out of the Indian sub- 
continent in 1947, is an un- 
usual experiment in nation- 
by theeir common religion, 
the two components, West 
Pakistan and East Pakistan, 
are so opposite in natural 
setting, history, c cultural 
background and way of life 
that their clashing interests 
have precipitated a succession 
of political crises. 

THE ISSUES 

Although 60 per cent of 
the total population lives in 
East Pakistan and its jute 
exports provide at least half 
cof the country’s exports, the 
East charges that the national 
government puts a dispropor- 
tionate share of investment 
funds in the economic devel- 
opment of the West. 

East Pakistanis complain 
that few of them reach senior 
official positions in the na- 
tional government and that 
the resulting imbalance tends 
to focus national concerns on 
West Pakistan. 

Because of these disparities, 
East Pakistan has increasingly 
developed separatist tendenc- 
ies and pressed for national 
elections as a vehicle to 
greater regional autonomy. 

THE NATURAL SETTING 

West Pakistan, with an area 
of 310,000 square miles, five- 
s : xths of the national ferriterv, 
is a land of snowcapped 
mountains and arid deserts in 
which irrigation is essential 




for economic development. Pakistan depends on costly Istence, East Pakistan seems pecially after the summer 
The main source of water is irrigation systems for its ex- almost constantly awash, es- monsoon rains. 

the Indus River. . .■ 1 - 

By contrast, East Pakistan 
is a humid, tropical region 
situated mainly among the 
wide-flung arms and chan- 
nels of the combined delta 
of the Ganges and Brahma- 
putra rivers. While West 
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POPULATION & LANGUAGE 

Exposed for centuries to the 
culture of the Persians, the 
55 million people of West 
Pakistan speak a Persianized, 
Moslem form of Hindustani, 
which they write with the 
Arabic script from right to 
left. Regional differences have 
produced the subcultures of 
the Punjabis, the Pushtu, the 
Sindhis and the Baluchis. 

■ East Pakistan, with its 
population of 73 million (or 
three-fifths of the national 
total), is inhabited by Bengalis, 
a more cohesive ethnic group 
that shares css cf the great 
languages and cultures of the 
Indian subcontinent with their 
Bengali neighbors in India. ' 
The Bengalis use a distinctive 
script written from left to 
right. 

Three-fourths of the popu- 
lation of Pakistan derives its 
livelihood from agriculture. 
In West Pakistan, wheat is 
the principal food crop, and 
cotton and sugar cane are 
the main cash crops. Live- 
stock raising for hides, meat 
and wool is also an important 
economic activity. 

East Pakistan’s humid 
tropical environment is most 
suitable to the ' ’Itivation of 
rice, which is ' • pie food 



of its population. The arms 
of the Ganges-Brahmaputra 
delta and tidal inlets of the 
Sea of Bengal make East 
Pakistan a major fish-produc- 
, ing area, and fish a key item 
in the East Pakistani diet. 

INDUSTRY . ’ 

Most of Pakistan’s limited 
mineral resources, coal, iron 
ore, chromite, natural gas 
and building materials, are 
found in West Pakistan, 
which has also most of the 
country’s large-scale indus- 
try. , This includes cottori 
mills, sugar refineries, tan- 
neries ana small chemical " 
plants. • ..-.5- 




